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Abstract:The article on the basis of historical philology and historical geography method, refer the geog—
raphy research method comprehensively, has given a qualitative and semi—quantitative analysis on the spatial
pattern of basin oasis development and utilization through document research, geography research method and
remote sensing image interpretation.The research suggests that,the agricultural population in Xixia dynasty is
around 120000,the oasis area is about 38000 hectares; this area has reduced a lot agricultural population in
Yuan dynasty , just 50000 people, and the oasis area reduced to about 31900 hectares.The oasis were mainly
distributed in the south of Zhangye city and the surrounding of Jiuquan city which located in the middle reach—
es of this river ,in the downstream was Juyuan area, etc.However, due to lack of document record between Xixia
and Yuan dynasties, the population data also has uncertainty, so that there may be some errors estimation re—
sults in this paper.
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