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On “Asymmetrical” Balance of Military Power

LI Dalu'

(1. Renmin University Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract “Asymmetrical balance” focuses on developing a comparative advantage of technology ( or strategy)

which mainly targets opponents” weakness so as to antagonize the enlargement of opponents” power or to narrow
the developing gap. Technology strength and the culture of military strategy are the key factors which determine
whether a country can take asymmetrical balance. After the Cold War the U. S. and China have come into a pe—
riod of dynamic asymmetrical marine military balance. By developing land-based ballistic missiles submarine
and land-based aviation China tries to counterbalance U. S. marine power because U.S. depends too heavily
on large strategic delivery platforms such as aircraft carriers frontier bases and C*'ISR systems. In the mean-—
time through space and aerial warfare the U.S. is trying to build up asymmetrical advantages towards China.

Dynamical “asymmetric balance” of sea powers not only constitutes a fundamental part of the strategic interac—
tion between U.S. and China but also has a significant impact on peace and security in East Asia.

Key words: balance; asymmetrical strategy; China’s sea power; U.S. sea power



